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Abstract:  

Ethnographic studies are characterised by the researchers’ active pursuit to create a variation 

in the empirical material, which is necessary to discern and subsequently analyse social 

phenomena. For example, the researcher poses open questions that cannot be answered with a 

Yes or No answer during interviews and/or communicates with informants during fieldwork 

in order to stimulate narratives. Another way of creating variation in the empirical material is 

the collection and analysis of different types of qualitative empirical data, such as interviews, 

observations, documents, photos, videos, media reports, and blog communications. This study 

considers the analytical connections between social pedagogy, ethnographic methods, and 

interactionism with regards to human interaction through language, action, gesticulations, and 

documents influenced by a ethnomethodological perspective on human oral narratives.  

The analysis mainly relates to the discursive traditions within sociology and social pedagogy 

in which descriptions are regarded as both experience-based and narrative. The analysis is 

aided by empirical elements focused on the context of practical social and pedagogical work. 

Accounts of unaccompanied young refugees and young persons with drug- and crime-related 

problems are viewed as meaning-creating activities to be used in the development and 

improvement of social pedagogical activities important for including the individual in the 

community. The text accounts for the general analytical basis of ethnographic studies, with an 

emphasis on the various symbols used in interpersonal interactions, how individuals present 

themselves, and how individuals create and maintain their identities in the analysed contexts. 
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